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Caldwell bills would =», 
remove homeless from 
sidewalks islandwide 
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PARK’S FATE 


Above, a Ha- 
wai‘i Volcanoes 
National Park 
ranger Thurs- 
day walked to- 
ward the closed 
Jaggar Museum, 
leaving foot- 
prints in the 
layer of ash cov- 
ering the walk- 
way. Below, 
emissions rose 
from Halemau- 
mau Crater as 
seen from Wal- 
dron Ledge. 


By Christie Wilson 


cwilson@staradvertiser.com 


HAWAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK >> 

he view from the Jaggar 

fi Museum Overlook re- 

vealed the gaping maw of 
Halemaumau Crater, which has 
doubled in size over the past two 
months. Wisps of volcanic gases 
floated skyward from small vents 
in the crater floor, and white ash 
covered the barren landscape for 
miles around. 

Fresh, jagged cracks were evi- 
dent in the overlook’s lava rock 
walls and the bare patches of 
ground around the parking lot and 
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‘A HUGE UNKNOWN’ 


walkways, a result of regular explo- 
sions that are occurring at the cra- 
ter at roughly 24-hour intervals. 

As awe-inspiring a sight as it 
was, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National 
Park Acting Superintendent 
Rhonda Loh had focused her atten- 
tion on the far eastern side of the 
Kilauea caldera, where a half-dozen 
white birds, barely visible at that 
distance, swooped in low, wide cir- 
cles over the smoldering rocks. 

Although sea-foragers, the koae 
kea — white-tailed tropicbirds — 
nest in crevices in the caldera, 
oblivious to the massive changes 


Please see VOLCANO, A9 
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INSIDE 


RIMPAC exercises stress 
‘interoperability,’ building 
trust among nations 
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Buzz’s permanently closes 


Pearl City restaurant after 
health inspection red card 
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for Mililani’s 
McKenzie 
Milton 
takes a tum 
through 
Kazakhstan 
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Tourism 
authority 
board fires 
CEO Szigeti 
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George 
Szigeti: 


The Hawaii Tourism 
Authority president and CEO 
will get six months of pay in 
a lump sum after his Oct. 31 
termination 


By Allison Schaefers 


aschaefers@staradvertiser.com 


The Hawaii Tourism Au- 
thority voted Thursday to 
fire the agency’s president 
and CEO, George Szigeti, 
without cause — a decision 
that could leave HTA rud- 
derless at a time when the 
state’s tourism industry is fi- 
nally seeing some softening 
in its nearly seven-year 
growth trajectory. 

The agency already was 
grappling with the abrupt 
resignations of former Chief 
Operating Officer Randy 
Baldemor, who left in March, 
and former Chief Marketing 
Officer Leslie Dance, who 
left in May, when rumors 
started circulating that 
Szigeti might not survive 
one of the agency’s most 
contentious legislative ses- 
i sions in recent history. 

: Despite record-setting 
Í) tourism arrivals and 
growth in nominal 
spending, some 
key Senate mem- 
bers were dis- 
\ pleased with 
= theagency’'s 
destination 
*(\ management 
1" andwitha 


Please see HTA, A8 


>> May statewide visitor 
arrivals rose 7 percent 
and spending climbed 
11 percent, but Big Island 
arrivals slipped. B1 
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2017 VOLVO XC60 T6 AWD R-DESIGN 


(V17004) MSRP $54,710 


om. 547,451 


2018 VOLVO XC60 T5 AWD MOMENTUM 


LOW 5479 PER MONTH’ 


39 MONTH LEASE 
$3,929 DUE AT SIGNING 


On approved credit. Prices/pymts shown are after all applicable incentives applied. Incentives &/or finance rates may have specific eligibility re- 
quirements &/or may be avail. only to certain customers &/or apply only to specific vehicles &/or may not be combinable on specific vehicles. Not 
all buyers will qualify. * No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $479, based on $43,245 MSRP of 2018 XC60 T5 Momentum AWD with 
Heating Package, includes destination charge. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $.25/mile. 

Vehicle may not be exactly as shown & is subject to prior sale. All prices/pymts plus 4.712% tax, lic., registration, doc fee of $295, dlr. $295 
installed access. Images are for illustration purposes only. Offer ends July 5, 2018. 
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